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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As we slowly move into spring, the eighth of March marked Women’s International Day, a
focal point in the movement for women's rights. It is an occasion to celebrate the progress
made towards achieving gender equality and women's empowerment. The theme this
year, “Time is Now: Rural and urban activists transforming women's lives”. It was observed
with different events and celebrations as woman here and around the world celebrated
this important time. Montreal’s first female Mayor, Valerie Plante addressed an audience,
at city hall, filled with inspirational Women. The gathering including a panel of various
Women selected to speak on their roles, challenges and future aspirations for up and
coming Women in politics. Also happening at this time, Brenda Lucki was appointed
Canada’s first permanent female RCMP commissioner.
We are still continuing in our course of mental health as our speaker Jason Finucan gave
a most interesting talk about his life experiences. Next month we ae promised another
interesting talk from Jillian Ritchie (formally of AMI Quebec).
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Another reminder that our WOTY will be held in April, at the Mount Stephen Hotel. And as
everyone knows by now, Mrs. Margaret Trudeau will be our honouree. As was mentioned
last month the NCWC AGM will be held in Niagara on the Lake. from June 8 to June 10.
We are also asking at this time that you renew your membership for next year. A
registration form is attached at the bottom of this newsletter. - Shirley Gyles - President

MCW APRIL EVENING MEETING. Meal will be served at 6:00 PM on April 5, 2018 at the cost of $10.00
per person, payable at the door. The address is: 2700 Rufus Rockhead, Montreal. Everyone is welcome.
MCW MEETING – April 5, 2018
JILLIAN RITCHIE -GUEST SPEAKER
Jillian Ritchie is a former Community Outreach Coordinator for Ami-Quebec
and more recently, she is the Manager of Networks and Community Health
Services for CCS Montreal. An advocate and warrior in reducing stigma, while
promoting education and awareness around mental illness.
As an entrepreneur, artist and a dreamer, Jillian is driven by passion and the
innate need to leave this world a better place. After tragically loosing her
partner at the age of 30, she has continued the project they started together,
“Lead with Your Heart”, where funds are raised for alternative creative
therapies for mental illness and addictions.

Jillian Ritchie

Originally hailing from Halifax, Nova Scotia, this Bluenoser is currently working
with Community Collective Services, as she continues to promote well-being
and connectivity in the community.
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MONTREAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN / LE CONSEIL DES FEMMES DE MONTRÉAL
Since 1893 / Depuis 1893

Last year was a major year for memorials,
celebrations, and both national and municipal
festivities, also in the corporate field of some of the
major Canadian banks and founding financial
institutions. The Bank of Montreal at 200 years, the
Canadian Imperial Bank of commerce at 150
years, to mention two. And the City of Montreal
itself, the 375th Canadian Confederation at 150
years and sadly, the 100th year since the tragic
December 6th 1917 explosion, tsunami and
blizzard that devastated Halifax, nova Scotia,
during Wold War I are all part of these
memorials/celebrations.
I heartily recommend a book entitled: “Curse of
the Narrows”, by Laura M. MacDonald, which I just
read and was shocked and astounded by what
those citizens endured, and how brave were the
people, from the telegraph operator to the eye
surgeon and the volunteers.

ADELLE BLACKETT, A LABOUR OF LOVE?
UWCM’s guest speaker during Black History Month was distinguished Law
Professor Adelle Blackett. During her discourse, Professor Blackett shared
the inspiring account documented in her book, “Everyday Transgressions”,
which tells the story of how domestic workers won an historic international
treaty in 2011. It demonstrates how the everyday understanding of
domestic work was challenged, to bring visibility to the historical forms of
invisibility that domestic workers face. With sources such as those from
colonial cookbooks to contemporary ethnographies, it describes how
domestic workers have insisted on being seen and heard. It looks at
international, national and regional law reform and concludes that this
victory is also one for all those who fight for an inclusive, transnational vision
of labour rooted in social justice.
Professor Blackett teaches labour and trade law, at McGill University and
has developed innovative seminars in critical race theory and slavery, and
worked with the African Development Bank. She received the Research
Council’s Bora Laskin National Fellowship in Human Rights Research and
the Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation Fellowship. She was appointed by
Quebec’s National Assembly to the Human Rights and Youth Rights
Commission and the Canadian Association of Black Lawyers recognized
her significant contributions to the legal community. - S. Gyles

“A Tale of Two cities” of our own, the fellowship
between Boston, Massachusetts and Halifax/
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, demonstrates the
relationship of two of the oldest cities on the
eastern seaboard. You have all probably seen
and heard the story of the annual ChristmasYuletide giant tree donated by Halifax to the
American city of Boston, in grateful remembrance
for the life-saving work and deeds of 1917. If you
read this book, it will elucidate and explain this
terrible occurrence and you will be in awe of
modern miracles and self-sacrifices of unknown
and anonymous life-savers and some well-known
and trained emergency and medical and civic
personnel, really the modern equivalent of the first
‘emergency response unit?’ Published by
American Walker Company New York in 2005.
www.walkerbooks.com
– M. Lennon, Arts Culture, Heritage

Dr. Saode Savory
President UWCM

Prof. Adelle Blackett
Law Professor
McGill University
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SHIRLEY RIND COHEN

The phenomenon of twins at birth is still somewhat of an
anomaly today, and was probably even more of a curiosity,
decades ago. Shirley Cohen, did you know that she has an
identical twin sister?
MCW member and WOTY recipient, Shirley Rind Cohen and
her sister, Pearl Rind Schoenberg are identical twins born on
July 6, 1929, at the Brooklyn Jewish Hospital, in Brooklyn, New
York. For nineteen years they lived together, until 1948 when
they went their separate ways. While Pearl married in 1949
and remained in New York, Shirley married and moved to
Montreal in 1950. However, they have always kept in touch
and speak daily on the telephone.

April 2018

“Ladies in the White House.” Pearl bought the same rare
book at a sale at the home of a famous artist, close to
where she lived. Shirley bought two small prints of a boy
and a girl of a royal setting background. Pearl bought
the same print, only slightly larger in size. Bear in mind,
these ladies were not together, nor were they at the
time, aware of each other’s purchases.
It would seem that the unique life of a twin has many
advantages while keeping life interesting and never
boring, but fun. - S. Gyles

“Life as a twin is never dull. You always have someone to
play with, if the weather is bad.” said Shirley. When they were
very young and could not afford to go to camp, Shirley and
Pearl added five years onto their actual ages and sold shoes
in a department store. Pearl worked in a department, in the
basement and Shirley on the ground floor, astounding
customers who often inquired, “Didn’t I just see you
downstairs (or upstairs)?” In grade school they changed
classes, only once. The students knew but the young girls
stumped the teachers. Also, in their early years they both
worked in the New York City garment center near Macy’s
department store where they worked as book-keepers and
models. Pearl wore furs and Shirley sportswear.
Shirley has three children, and all of whom have PhD’s. Dr.
Alan Cohen, Director of Oil and Gas for the US Government
in Washington, DC., Dr. Robin Cohen teaches Artificial
Intelligence, at the University of Waterloo in Ontario, and Dr.
Leslie Cohen teaches psychology at Concordia University
and Marianopolis College; Leslie also holds a degree in
English Literature from McGill University. Pearl has three sons
Jeffrey, Brad and Blake, all of whom live in New York.
Both sisters stayed at home after their marriages but were
heavily involved in volunteer work. Shirley also worked with
her husband at Queen’s University, where she was awarded
an honourary degree for the handling of certain tasks which
included a successful auction that took months to put
together.
Both widows, Pearl and Shirley use the telephone daily to
answer Jeopardy’s last question of the evening. “My sister is
outgoing, more so than I, she has coloured her hair for
decades. My colour is from God. She is in the computer age
and I am not. We both headed several organizations and
received accolades alike. We were both taught to give
back; which we still do today. Our parents brought us up with
true values which we pass on to others hoping to continue
this joy of giving back.”
In speaking with Shirley, she revealed some interesting
identical phases in her and her sister’s lives: During Expo 67,
Pearl arrived in Montreal with a dress that she had bought at
Loehmans in NYC; and Shirley had purchased the identical
dress at Morgan’s here in Montreal. During a visit to Maine,
at an auction, Shirley bought an antique book, entitled,
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JASON FINUCAN
Guest speaker for the
month of March, an
expert on the stigma
surrounding mental
illness.
Jason
founded stigmaZERO
to open people’s
minds up to the
reality of stigma. He
kept his audience
captivated as he
expounded on his life
experience
and
what brought him to
where he is today.
Very
enlightening
and an inspiration to
all.

Montreal Canadian
Women’s Club

The Montreal Lakeshore University Women’s Club will
meet on April 9th, at Karnak Shriners Temple, 3305 Boul Des
Sources, DDO., at 7.15p.m. Gary Schroder, President of the
Quebec Family History Society will speak about The Magical
World of Family History. www.mluwc.com

WI-CALACS
MCW welcomes West Island CALACS as a Federate member.
The West Island CALACS is a non-profit feminist organization. With
their shared values of Equality, Solidarity and Empowerment, their
mission is to advocate against sexual assault and provide services
to women and prevention services for the community. Their
services include support groups for victims, theme groups, legal
support, support for family members and emergency
support. Each year, West Island CALACS welcome student interns
from CEGEP AND University from varied departments such as social
work, sexology and human relations. – J. Macklin
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ATTENTION:
MCW Federates and Individuals
The MCW’s AGM will be coming up in May 2018,
and as Chair of the Nominations Committee I
would like to know, if you or anyone in your
organization would be interested in holding a
position on the Board of MCW.
MCW is a coalition of many organizations and
we want to represent your needs and in order to
succeed with those objectives, we need input
from our membership.
Positions vary from delegated positions, to
members of the Board at large who have the
right to participate and also to vote, on any
committee.
Would you please personally consider and/or
ask your membership if anyone is interested.
I look forward to hearing from you. Thank you.
Bonnie Destounis
Chair, Nominations Committee

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Please note that MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
was due in May and we thank you if you have
already completed and submitted your renewal
information. If you haven’t yet renewed,
please send completed form and cheque to:
Montreal Council of Women
P.O. Box 72117, 151 Atwater Ave.,
Montreal, QC H3J 2Z6
MCW Membership – Joan Macklin

mcwmembers@gmail.com

MCW Article and Announcement Submissions
The next issue of The Bulletin will be in April.
Please submit your articles, announcements and
photos by the 10th of April via email to:
mcwbulletineditor@gmail.com. We also
encourage both individuals and Federates to
submit your own articles of interest.

March 27, 2018: PhD candidate in English Studies,
MARIE LECONTE: “What is Anglo-Québécois
Literature?” from 1:30 to 2:30pm at the Unitarian
Church of Montreal,
5035 de Maisonneuve West. Nonmembers $10. New
members welcome - men also.
www.womensartsociety.com or 514-495-3701
April 17, 2018: Self-taught pencil artist, REMROV:
“My Art and My Autism”
April 24, 2018: Artist of many talents and abilities,
ANNE-SYLVIE GROLEAU: “The Color of Emotions”
from 1:30 to 2:30pm at the Unitarian Church of
Montreal, 5035 de Maisonneuve West. Nonmembers
$10. New members welcome - men also.
www.womensartsociety.com or 514-495-3701
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THE

COLOURED WOMEN’S CLUB

THE COST OF EACH BOOK IS $30.00 AND
FOR A LIMITED TIME YOU MAY PURCHASE

BOTH COPIES FOR $55.00
INFO AND ORDERS:
Shirley Gyles – Email: sagyles@sympatico.ca
Telephone: 450-672-7081
Website: www.colouredwomensclub.org

MCW 120TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK
The MCW book, “The Montreal Council of Women, 120
Years and Counting… A Retrospective”, is a kaleidoscope
of the various women’s organizations that have been
formed in Montreal over the past 120 years. The cover,
beautifully designed by well-known, accomplished artist,
the late Cheryl Braganza offers a panoramic view of some
of the city’s oldest groups, a treasure trove of information
relating to these women. Copies are $20 each. This
treasure chest of information can be purchased by sending
an
email
to
info@montrealcouncilwomen.ca,
or
contacting B. Destounis email: bdestounis@videotron.ca or
S. Gyles, email: sagyles@sympatico.ca .

MONTREAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN
Website: montrealcouncilwomen.org
MCW Information: mcwinformation@gmail.com
MCW Bulletin Editor:mcwbulletineditor@gmail.com
Facebook: MontrealCouncilWomen

WOTY - PURHASE TICKETS, ADVERTISE, OFFER
CONGRATULATORY LINE IN PROGRAM BROCHURE
Prices are as follows:
Full Page
Half Page
Quarter Page
Business Card
Congratulatory Line
Inside Cover Front or Back
Outside Back Cover
TICKETS

$400
$200
$100
$ 50
$ 20
$450
$500
$ 75

Please mail your message or advertisement, as well
as a cheque in the required amount, to the address
below or call S. Gyles 450-672-7081 or Joan Macklin
514-516-9023. Artwork must be camera ready,
submitted in either jpeg, gif or Word. The deadline
for submission of your advertisement or message is
March 31, 2018. In the case of tickets, please be
sure to include your name and address, as ticket will
be mailed to you. We thank you for your support.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
PLEASE CHOOSE ONE:

INDIVIDUAL

FEDERATE

PATRON

INFORMATION REQUIRED: INDIVIDUAL MEMBER OR FEDERATE PRESIDENT AND REPRESENTATIVES
Name of Applicant:

(President’s Name if Federate)

Name of Federate:

Number of Members:

Email Address:
Address:
City

Telephone:

Province:

Postal Code:

Cell:

Fax:

Province:

Postal Code:

Cell:

Fax:

Province:

Postal Code:

Cell:

Fax

REPRESENTATIVE TO COUNCIL (FEDERATE):
Name:
Email:
Address:
City:

Telephone:

REPRESENTATIVE TO COUNCIL (FEDERATE):
Name:
Email:
Address:
City:

Telephone:

ANNUAL FEES

INDIVIDUAL

$35.00

FEDERATE

$50.00

PATRON MEMBER

$60.00

PAYMENT
Please make your cheque payable to: Montreal Council of Women
RETURN ADDRESS
Please return the completed form with your cheque to the Membership Secretary.
Joan Macklin
Membership Secretary

P.O. Box 72117, 151 Atwater Ave.

Montréal, QC H3J 2Z6
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