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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

As we move into fall, the elections are over and Quebec has a new government, Coalition 

Avenir Québec.  The party is leaning towards a plan to ban, for what they may deem, 

religious symbols for all government workers and teachers; women will then have a new 

worry, a choice to make, their faith or their job.   

 

The deadline for submitting NCWC resolutions for 2018 is mid-November.  The resolutions 

committee has diligently been reviewing and working on a number of Resolutions, the most 

recent and pressing, focusing on the City’s homeless.  MCW is hoping that they will be able 

to work alongside with the City and their Action Plan 2018 – 2019, that deals precisely with 

this matter.   

 

This coming Thursday 50 MCW members will be celebrating 125 years of women working 

together to improve the social conditions that affect the quality of life for women and their 

families and society at large - Shirley Gyles - President 

 

MCW NOVEMBER LUNCHEON Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon on November 1, 2018 at the cost of 

$10.00 per person, payable at the door. The address is: 2700 Rufus Rockhead, Montreal. 

Please advise S. Gyles if you plan to attend at: 450-672-7081 or e-mail: sagyles@sympatico.ca. 

MCW MEETING NOVEMBER 1, 2018 

 

NAKUSET 
Executive Director, Native  

Women’s Shelter, 

 

Nakuset is an activist and the Executive  

Director of the Native Women's Shelter of 

Montréal; she is Cree from Lac la Ronge, 

Saskatchewan.  As a child, Nakuset was 

adopted by a Jewish family in Montreal 

and draws on her adoptee experience in 

her advocacy work for Indigenous children 

in care. The mother of three boys, she is on 
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MCW PROGRAMS 2018 – 2019 
 

 

November 1, 2018 - Nakuset 

Director of the Native 

Women's Shelter  

 

February 7, 2019 –  

Hon. Marlene Jennings –  

Black History Month 

 

March 7, 2019 –  

Anthony Housefather 

 

April 4, 2019 – Maylissa 

Human Trafficking 

 

May 16, 2019 - TBA 

the Steering Committee of the Montréal Urban Aboriginal Community Strategy 

Network.  Nakuset is the creator, producer and host of the television series 

Indigenous Power, she was voted “Woman of the Year 2014” by the Montreal 

Council of Women, and she is the Indigenous columnist for Ma TV’s City Life. She 

was featured in Real Talk on Race, the award winning CBC series.  In 2017, she was 

selected by the CKX City Series as a speaker/shift disturber due to the work she 

does to shift the status quo for urban Aboriginal women.  In November 2017, she 

was a speaker for TEDx Montreal Women.  Nakuset is dedicated to improving the 

lives of urban Aboriginals. 

 

Nakuset 
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Seniors Action Quebec Job Posting 
 

We are very pleased to announce that the job posting for 

an Executive Director for SAQ is now live on Charity 

Village. Please find the link below: 

https://charityvillage.com/app/job-listings/a3f86038-

4cc8-e811-80d5-14187768272a?s=re 

This is an exciting opportunity for us as an organization, as 

well as a compelling role for a talented 

professional.  Please help us spread the word by sharing 

the link to our job posting within your networks. Kindly note: 

all candidates must apply through Charity Village - we 

cannot accept applications directly. The deadline to 

apply is October 28, 2018. 

This posting is being widely distributed in the English-

speaking seniors network. If you want to suggest specific 

recipients, please let me know and we will follow up. 

Thank you for your on-going support of SAQ. 

Michael Udy 

President 

 

QUEBEC HOLDS RECORD NUMBER OF ELECTED WOMEN 

Quebecers elected a record number of women at the 

provincial election on October 1, 2018, proof of the 

increasing implication of women in politics everywhere in 

North America. 

With 52 elected women representing 41.6% of the 125 seats 

in the Quebec National Assembly, Quebec can now boast 

the highest percentage of women elected in Canada, 

according to Esther Lapointe, General Manager of Groupe 

Femmes, Politique et Démocratie. 

To date, Ontario held the title with 39.5% of elected women 

last June. – J. Macklin 

 

CCMW and Alia Hogben receive standing  

ovation in the House of Commons of Canada!   

October 3, 2018 
 

Omar Alghabara, M.P., Liberal member of the House of 

Commons of Canada representing the riding of Mississauga 

Centre on October 3, 2018 stated the following in the House 

of Commons: 

“Mr.  Speaker, October is Women’s History Month and it’s 

also Islamic History Month.    

 

What’s a better way to celebrate this then by recognizing a 

strong, Canadian Muslim woman? 

 

Alia Hogben is an irrepressible voice for women’s equality. 

She fiercely fights against misogyny and gender based 

violence. Alia also calls out Islamophobia and all other forms 

of bigotry. She received an honourary doctorate from 

Queens University.    

  

In 2012, she became the second Canadian Muslim woman 

to be awarded the Order of Canada for her work on 

women’s rights.    

 

In 2014, Macleans declared her one of Canada’s 50 most 

important people. 

  

Mrs. Hogben has been involved with the Canadian Council 

of Muslim Women (CCMW) since its creation. She recently 

retired as its Executive Director. 

  

In recognition of her service, the CCMW will be establishing a 

scholarship in her name. Alia inspired a generation of boys 

and girls to be champions of equality and human rights. 

  

We all owe her a debt of gratitude." 

(Omar Alghabara is a Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 

of Foreign Affairs specializing in consular affairs and a former 

president of the Canadian Arab Federation; Omar was a 

senior policy adviser to Justin Trudeau.) — (submitted 

Fehmida Khan) – S. Gyles 

initiatives, which empower Muslim women and their 

families. An Honorary Doctorate recipient from Queen’s 

School of Divinity, in 2012 she became the second 

Canadian Muslim woman to be awarded the Order of 

Canada for her work in the area of women’s rights.  Yet, as 

Alia firmly establishes these recognitions are not individual 

accomplishments but reflect the collective spirit and hard 

work of CCMW: 

“It is the Canadian Council of Muslim Women who 

passionately ‘desire a better country’ for all Canadians, 

and especially for those of us who ‘appear’ to be different 

because of religion, race or ethnicity…it (the Order of 

Canada) recognizes the efforts at the grassroots level of a 

small group of women to create change, to assist others to 

become part of the fabric of Canada, to be fully active in 

civic matters and to feel empowered to make their own 

lives better. It is a trickle in the vast scheme of things but how 

superb it is to be affirmed for our efforts!” (Website CCMW) 

 

Alia Hogben has been involved 

with CCMW since its 

establishment; first as a board 

member and then as the 

Executive Director, a position 

that she dutifully held for more 

than a decade.  

While working with the CCMW 

she has lead campaigns, which 

promote the equal status of 

women and interfaith- 

dialogue, presented at 

international conferences and 

helped develop community 

projects, publications and Alia Hogben 
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REGISTER "16 Days 
of Activism Against 

Gender-Based 
Violence" /  your 
#Actions Matter  

    

  

  

  

Once again we invite you to come and share your 
information on the work you offer in human rights, peace 
movements, social justice as well as work against violence 
in this 16-day campaign... on Thursday November 22nd, 
2018 at the atrium of Concordia University on St Catherine 
and Guy Street from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm.  
 
https://swc-cfc.gc.ca/commemoration/vaw-vff/index-en.html 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
The Women’s Art Society of Montreal 
presents: 
 

November 6, 2018: Artist and educator Deirdre Potash 

will speak about a landmark Quebec artist. “Marc Aurèle 

Fortin and His Bicycle” 

 

November 13, 2018: Author Archie Fineberg shares his 

striking photographed images of Montreal’s wall-art 

which have generated a book and an exhibition. “Graffiti 

and Street Art 101”  

 

November 20, 2018: Grace Powell, art historian and 

docent, explores a renowned kinetic artist. “Alexander 

Calder: Revolutionary Sculptor” 

 

from 1:30 to 2:30pm at the Unitarian Church of Montreal, 

5035 de Maisonneuve West. Nonmembers $10. New 

members welcome - men also.  

www.womensartsociety.com  
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