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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
As the City of Montreal continues to celebrate their continuing progress during their 375 anniversary 

celebrations, so does MCW continue to strive for the progression, interest and well-being of women 

and their families.   

 

This month our guest speaker will be is Ms. Viveka Melki, who is the curator of War Flowers.  Please 

don’t forget that our next meeting on October 5, will be held in the evening.  A light supper will be 

served from 6 to 7 pm and a glass of wine may be purchased for an additional two dollars. The 

actual meeting will commence at 7 pm.   

 

Aside from Thanksgiving on the ninth of this month, you will notice that there are a number of 

Federate events taking place in the up-and-coming months.  There will be no MCW Woman of the 

Year 2017.  The board has decided after some consideration that we will move this yearly event to 

the spring; so therefore the next WOTY will be in spring of 2018. 

 

We also have already chosen our Woman of the Year who will be Mrs. Margaret Trudeau, who will 

be addressing the very important topic of mental health.  This tribute will take place on Saturday, 

April 21st 2018 at the Mount Stephens Club in Montreal.  Additional details will be forthcoming. 

 

Our 2017-18 session promises to be a very interesting one.  - Shirley Gyles - President 

 

 

 

MCW OCTOBER LUNCHEON Supper will be served at 6:00 pm, on October 5, 2017  

at the cost of $10.00 per person, payable at the door. A glass of wine will also be available  

to be served with the meal,  to those who wish at a cost of $12.00 per person.  

The address is: 2700 Rufus Rockhead, Montreal. 

MCW MEETING – OCTOBER 5, 2017  
 

VIVEKA MELKI 

(War Flowers) 
 

Viveka Melki is the curator of War Flowers, a touring art exhibit that tells the story of 

ten Canadians involved in the First World War.  

 

Lieutenant-Colonel George Stephen Cantlie picked a flower every day from the 

gardens and fields of war-torn Europe, pressed it and sent it to his baby daughter 

in Montreal. Inspired by this act, War Flowers tells the story of the human ability to 

find beauty and hope even amidst the horror of war.  

 

Born in the Gambia, West Africa of Lebanese and Brazilian heritage, Viveka was 

educated in the UK and Canada. She is a born storyteller, entrepreneur and 

documentary filmmaker. Please join us for this moving, not-to-be-missed talk.  

– Doreen Chartier 
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ORANGE THE WORLD IN 2016 

"Violence against women and girls is a human rights 

violation, public health pandemic and serious obstacle to 

sustainable development. It imposes large-scale costs on 

families, communities and economies. The world cannot 

afford to pay this price." — Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary-

General 

From 25 November, the International Day for the 

Elimination of Violence against Women, to 10 December, 

Human Rights Day, the 16 Days of Activism against 

Gender-Based Violence Campaign is a time to galvanize 

action to end violence against women and girls around 

the world. The international campaign originated from the 

first Women's Global Leadership Institute coordinated by 

the Center for Women's Global Leadership in 1991. 

 

In 2016, the UNiTE campaign strongly emphasizes the need 

for sustainable financing for efforts to end violence against 

women and girls towards the fulfilment of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

One of the major challenges to efforts to prevent and end 

violence against women and girls worldwide is the 

substantial funding shortfall. As a result, resources for 

initiatives to prevent and end violence against women 

and girls are severely lacking. Frameworks such as the 

Sustainable Development Goals, which includes a specific 

target on ending violence against women and girls, offer 

huge promise, but must be adequately funded in order to 

bring real and significant changes in the lives of women 

and girls. 

To bring this issue to the fore, the UN Secretary-General’s 

campaign UNiTE to End Violence against Women’s call for 

the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence in 

2016 is ‘Orange the World: Raise Money to End Violence 

Against Women and Girls’. The initiative provides a 

moment to bring the issue of sustainable financing for 

initiatives to prevent and end violence against women to 

global prominence and also presents the opportunity for 

resource mobilization for the issue.  – Joan Macklin 

WAR FLOWERS: ELSPETH ANGUS’ 

COLLECTION OF LETTERS FROM WWI 
 

It was the instantly recognizable photo of Elspeth Angus, 

long-time supporter of MCW, on the second page of the 

Montreal Gazette July 28, 2016, which drew my attention 

to the article, Memory Blooms in upcoming multimedia 

exposition, “WAR FLOWERS”. 

 

Elspeth Angus’s collection of meticulously preserved 

letters sat undisturbed in the drawer of a child’s dressing 

table and then in conservation boxes for generations: 

hundreds of hopeful dispatches from her grandfather, 

Lieutenant-Colonel George Stephen Cantlie, sent from 

the epicentre of the First World War.  

 

Pressed between the pages and lovingly addressed to 

Cantlie’s infant daughter, “Wee Celia”, were a number of 

faded paper-thin flowers, plucked from the gardens and 

fields around Europe. Angus, now 86, didn’t know that she 

was also holding on to what experts believe is the largest 

collection of dried flowers from the First World War. 

 

As an adult, Celia gifted the letters to Angus, her niece, 

who maintained a fascination with them over the years.  

  

Bruce Bolton, executive director of the Macdonald 

Stewart Foundation, contacted documentary film maker 

Viveka Melki when the letters came into his possession. 

Angus left the letters in Bolton’s care at the Stewart 

Museum – a Montreal institution that deals primarily with 

the preservation of historical documents and other 

heritage items. 

 

Angus’s collection became the creative conduit behind 

the touring multimedia exposition called War Flowers, 

opening next year throughout Canada and France, one 

that it’s curator, Melki, believes ‘pushes innovation’ and 

highlights the contributions that Canadians made during 

war time. 

 

In the planning stages of War Flowers, Melki had the 

collection identified by botanist Celine Arsenault, who 

then traced their origins in Europe. One red poppy is 

believed to have been picked from Flanders Fields. 

 

Melki was inspired by what each flower represented in the 

Victorian era – elements like solitude, love, kindness – and 

used those meanings to assemble a “memory station” for 

17 memorable Canadians. The daisy which traditionally 

represents motherhood, is attached to Julia Drummond a 

woman who lost both children at a young age yet went 

on to work extensively with the Red Cross as a “mother to 

many”. 

 

War Flowers, says Melki, is about telling a story and not 

letting it die 

 

 

I recommend that you read the entire article which you 

will find online: Lindsay Richardson, Montreal Gazette 

publisher July 28 2016. 

 

War Flowers will debut in 2017 at Les Jardins de Metis in 

Grand-Metis, Quebec and will tour a number of locations 

including the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa, Vimy 

Ridge in France and Montreal’s Chateau Ramezay. - 

Marjorie Windeler 

(The Bulletin – September 2016) 
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http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/post-2015
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/post-2015
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-the-sdgs
http://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/what%20we%20do/evaw/april-2016-orange-day-theme.pdf?la=en&vs=5421
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IN DEBT TO FEISTY WOMEN 

 

Painting friends by author Barbara Meadowcroft tells the 

remarkable story of ten gifted Montreal women who met 

at art school in the early 1900s and formed friendships that 

lasted all their lives. Known in recent years as the Beaver 

Hall Group, Meadowcroft points out the name is not 

strictly accurate, since only five of them belonged to the 

Beaver Hall Group. She prefers to call them the Beaver Hall 

women. 

 

In the first chapter, ‘Growing up in Montreal at the Turn of 

the Century’, Meadowcroft is setting the social and 

political circumstances of the period. While working within 

the male-dominated art world, the Beaver Hall women 

drew strength and confidence from their painting friends.  

And that strength is also reflected in the women’s 

voluntary organizations which changed dramatically in 

the late 19th century as local units combined to form 

provincial and national networks. The two following 

examples bring this close to home. 

 

“The Victoria Armories were packed to the doors on 30 

November 1893, for the inaugural meeting of the Montreal 

Council of Women. This organization endorsed full political 

rights for women in 1909 and invited suffragists from 

England, including the militant Emmeline Pankhurst, to 

address Montreal women. In 1913, the Montreal Suffrage 

Association was founded to keep up the pressure on the 

federal and provincial governments. 

 

In October 1893, the National Council of Women of 

Canada (NCWC) was established to act as an advisory 

board for the hundreds of societies that had sprung up 

across the country. The immediate impetus for its 

formation was the meeting in Chicago of the International 

Council of Women, at which Lady Ishbel Aberdeen, wife 

of Canada’s Governor General, was elected president. In 

the interest of uniting as many women as possible, the 

NCWC adopted a non-sectarian position (unlike many of 

its specifically Protestant satellites) and moved slowly on 

contentious issues like women’s suffrage. 

 

The National Council of Women of Canada worked to 

improve the legal status of women within marriage. By 

1900, most English-speaking provinces had introduced the 

Married Women’s Property Acts, giving wives control of 

their personal property and earnings. In Quebec, 

however, married women were deprived by law of the 

“exercise of every civil right except that of making a will”. 

The NCWC also played a role in the adoption of the 1925 

Divorce Law, which allowed women to obtain a divorce 

on the same grounds as men – namely, adultery by a 

spouse – and in new provincial laws that recognized 

women as equal guardians of the children”. 

 

Indebted indeed! – Marjorie Windeler 

 

 

DUE TO ECONOMIC REALITIES AND CHANGING 

SOCIAL ATTITUDES 2017 CENSUS COMPLICATED 

According to the Canadian 2016 census here are some 

interesting facts: 

 More of us live alone than any previous 

generation: 28% in Canada, 33% in Quebec; 

 There are more single dads than ever before: 

 More millennials are living with their parents (job 

security is scarce and real estate prices are too 

high); 

 More same-sex couples; 

 Canada has 5.8 million children aged 0-14 years 

of age; 

 2/3 live with biological parents 

 19% live with a single parent, often under the 

poverty line. (it was not disclosed what that line 

was); 

 In Quebec fully 1/3 of kids live with only one 

parent; 

 40% of Quebec couples live as common-law vs. 

21% in the rest of Canada; 

 Seniors who live alone are more likely to suffer 

from loneliness and abuse from family or care 

givers; 

 Boomers are caught looking after both adult 

children and aging parents which puts an 

enormous stress on them, both physically and 

financially; 

 Stressed children act out and show behavioural 

issues early which often leads to bullying and low 

self-esteem. (that latter point is my conclusion, 

not part of the census!) – Ingrid Leuzy- Berzins 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 

Please note that MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

was due in May and we thank you if you have 

already completed and submitted your 

renewal information.  If you have not already 

done so, please remit your membership fee no 

later than September 19, 2017, the absolute 

cut-off date, if you wish to be included in the 

new edition of the Montreal Council of Women 

Directory.  

Please send completed form and cheque to: 

Montreal Council of Women 

P.O. Box 72117 

151 Atwater Ave.,  

Montreal, QC  H3J 2Z6 

MCW Membership – mcwmembers@gmail.com 
  

 

 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2017: The Women's Art Society of Montreal 

presents: Editor, Graphic Designer, Writer, Artist, ELIZABETH 

ADAMS, "Publishing High-Quality Books in a Digital 

Age" from 1:30 to 2:30pm at the Unitarian Church of 

Montreal, 5035 de Maisonneuve West. Nonmembers $10. New 

members welcome - men also. 
www.womensartsociety.com or 514-495-3701 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2017:  The Women’s Art Society of Montreal  

presents: Performance artist, HOLLY RYAN, “The Importance of 

Performance Art” from 1:30 to 2;30pm at the Unitarian Church of 

Montreal, 5035 de Maisonneuve West.  Non-members $10.  

New members welcome – men also. 

www.womensartsociety.com or 514-495-3701 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2017:  The Women’s Art Society of Montreal  

presents:  Ethnomusicologist, CRAIG MORRISON, “Women of 

Rhythm and Blues, Motown, Soul and Disco Music.”  

from 1:30 to 2:30pm at the Unitarian Church of Montreal,  

5035 de Maisonneuve West.  Mon-members $10.  New members 

welcome – men also. 

www.womensartsociety.com or 514-495-3701 
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ST. GEORGE'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
1101 Stanley Street (corner of avenue des Canadiens & 

facing Windsor Station) 
Phone  514-866-7113 

Metro access via Bonaventure 
 

175TH ANNIVERSARY GALA CELEBRATION 
 

Saturday, November 4th, 2017 
 

Tickets:  $65.00 per person 
 

5:30 - 6:30 pm Cocktails & Fellowship 
7:00 Dinner will be served 

 
Followed by music for your listening & dancing 

pleasure 
mid evening entertainer & soloist 

 
Anniversary Cake  

 
Savoury & sweet table served at end of evening with 

coffee 
 

Door prizes 
 

Come and join in the fun & help St. George"s 
celebrate. 

 
Further information:  Church Office  514-866-7113 

or sylvia.white2011@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The West Island Women’s Centre (WIWC) holds its 

22nd Annual Silent Auction on Friday, November 10, 

2017 from 7:00 – 10:00 p.m. at St. Columba-by-the-Lake 

Church, 11 Rodney Ave., Pointe-Claire (Enter by the 

parking lot entrance on Vincennes). The evening will 

feature a variety of exciting items up for bid--

community sports certificates, restaurant vouchers, ski 

tickets, clothing, gift certificates from local stores, 

luggage and snow removal contracts -- something for all 

tastes and budgets! Proceeds go directly to the WIWC -

- a community organization that seeks to improve the 

quality of life of women through a variety of classes, 

seminars, support groups and outreach activities. Ticket 

price is $10 per person in advance and $15 at the door. 

Payment at the event is by cash, cheque or credit card. 

There will be a cash bar (wine and beer), complimentary 

appetizers, coffee and tea. Adults only. For tickets, 

please visit our website at wiwc.ca or call 514-695-8529. 

http://www.womensartsociety.com/
tel:(514)%20495-3701
http://www.womensartsociety.com/
tel:(514)%20495-3701
http://www.womensartsociety.com/
tel:(514)%20495-3701
mailto:mcwbulletineditor@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=1101+Stanley+Street+(corner+of+avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(514)%20866-7113
tel:(514)%20866-7113
mailto:sylvia.white2011@gmail.com
http://wiwc.ca/
tel:(514)%20695-8529
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 Quebec 
Presents 

Women's Sport and Sexuality in 

Muslim Contexts 

with 

HOMA HOODFAR 

  
Professor of Anthropology, Emeritus 

Concordia University, Montreal 

 
Date:  October 23, 2017 (Monday) 
Place:  E.M.S.B    6000 Fielding Avenue,  
            Montreal, H3X 1T4                
----------------------------------------------------------------
Time: 5:30 – 6: 30 light supper:   

McVicar Dining Room 4th floor 
COST: for members: 15.00$ 

           : for non-members: 20.00$  
           : students: 10.00$    
SPEAKER:  7:00 p.m. - in the Lawrence 
Patterson Room                                           
----------------------------------------------------------------
R.S.V.P:  Erika Sebaldt -  
erika.sebaldt@bell.net    or    514-489-2760  
---------------------------------------------------------------   
PLEASE JOIN US to learn, enjoy & TO 
SUPPORT OUR DKG EDUCATIONAL 
PROJECTS 
********* Don’t forget to bring your items for the 
Ditty Bags************ 
 
(We provide a women’s shelter with toiletries 
and small unused appropriate items at this time 
every year.  If you travel and collect shampoos, 
rinses etc.) 

 
Find us: www.gammaque.weebly.com              

facebook: dkgquebec 

The MLUWC is organizing a suitcase drive for 
Care Jeunesse.  – We need suitcases of all 
sizes in good condition! 
 
When a child in foster care turns 18, he or she 
is left on their own to face their new life 
challenges, C.A.R.E  Jeunesse is there to 
support them in this transition and for the 
future. 
 
At the age of 18, foster children leave their 
group or foster home and they must pack their 
belongings in garbage bags.  The MLWUC 
wants these young adults to move with dignity 
by donating suitcases to C.A.R.E. Jeunesse.  
This will give the teenagers a much needed 
boost to start their new life. 
 
You can help make this transition easier for 
them by dropping off your suitcases to the 
MLUWC.  Suitcases of all sizes in good 
condition are needed. 
 
Email us at MLUC1@gmail.com or call at 
514.984.7685 for more information. 

www.carejeunesse.com 

https://www.facebook.com/carejeunesse/ 

 

mailto:mcwbulletineditor@gmail.com
mailto:erika.sebaldt@bell.net
http://www.gammaque.weebly.com/
mailto:MLUC1@gmail.com
http://www.carejeunesse.com/
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Viwww.womensartsociety.com or 514-495-3701 
 

Now here’s a date and time worth reserving………… 

 

Wednesday, October 25, 6:30 PM to 9 PM 

 

Zonta Club of Montreal is presenting a  
Wine Tasting and Networking Event 
 

with Shannon Fitzpatrick, WSET, Certified Wine Educator 

  

@ a new venue - L'Espace Beaconsfield  

40H Blvd St Charles Beaconsfield H9W 5Z6 

close to Beaconsfield Blvd. 

  

Includes: 

Wine & Refreshments, Door Prizes, Raffle,  

a mini exhibition of Firooza's breathtaking art work, an 

opportunity to network and enjoy a friendly atmosphere and, 

to meet us if you are interested in joining Zonta 

  

Cost $50,  

  

Any profits will be used to benefit Zonta projects that strive to 

empower women around the world and locally. Ask us about 

them.  

  

For more info, contact Jeanie, 514-696-1175, or  

Mickey 514-630-0138 

  

WOMEN AWARE/ FEMMES AVERTIES  

 

An annual fund raiser for WOMEN AWARE, one of our 

federates, will be held on October 6th, 2017. For the 

past thirteen years, since the brutal murder of Kelly-

Anne Drummond by her boyfriend, there has been an 

annual rugby game between Concordia, Kelly-Anne's 

team, and McGill, to honour her memory. 

 

The game will take place at Concordia and all 

proceeds will be donated to Women Aware who 

continue to educate and raise awareness about 

domestic violence where it is needed the most, among 

young people entering relationships. 

 

A big thank you to Kelly-Anne's parents, Doreen and 

John, for their ongoing generosity. 

 

Even if you cannot attend, a donation can be sent via 

Canada Helps, or dropped off at their new location at 

Atwater Library, 1200 Atwater Ave. 

Let's all help put an end to abuse, bullying and 

domestic violence! 

 

www.womenaware.ca 

514-484-9013 

Annual Fundraising Conference 
  

On Thursday, November 16th, help 60 million 
girls support 

its education projects in Sierra Leone 

and Tanzania. 

Cocktails and canapés will be served. 

Tickets can be purchased for $100 at  
www.60milliongirls.org  

or by calling 514-234-1174.  
 
60 million girls is a public foundation that supports 

education for girls in order to create a more just 
and balanced world. Its objective is to fund projects 

focused on providing quality education to girls in 
developing countries, thus supplying the essential 

tools to help them transform their lives and those of 
their children and their communities. 
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