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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome everyone to our MCW 2018 -2019 session commencing September 6, 2018. I trust that you
spent an enjoyable summer despite the recording breaking temperatures.
The Board is very fortunate to have two new board members, Ms. Miranda Potts an Outreach Worker
for Seniors in Notre-Dame-de-Grâce. and Ms Jennifer Maduro, a retired employee, after many years
with the City of Montreal. As usual, our monthly meetings will be filled with important and interesting
information. At the first meeting, board member, councillor Mrs. Bonnie Destounis, will be describing
the beginnings and progress of achievements by MCW. This will be followed by two speakers from
organizations who are presently addressing important issues of today's society.
The program Committee, chaired by Mrs. Doreen Chartier has worked diligently for the past few
months putting together an impressive list of speakers for the upcoming months, touching on all
aspects of women’s lives and affecting most women today.
Just a reminder that in October, in addition to our usual monthly luncheon on the first of the month,
there will be a 125th anniversary luncheon to be held on October18 at the Forget Mansion, 1195
Sherbrooke Street, in Montreal. Presently all tickets have been spoken for as there was a limit of 50
seats. I encourage those who requested tickets that they send their cheques in ASAP.
- Shirley Gyles - President

MCW SEPTEMBER LUNCHEON Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon on September 6, 2018 at the cost of
$10.00 per person, payable at the door. The address is: 2700 Rufus Rockhead, Montreal.
Please advise S. Gyles if you plan to attend at: 450-672-7181 or e-mail: sagyles@sympatico.ca.

MCW MEETING - SEPTEMBER 6 2018
The NCWC and MCW mark their 125th anniversary in the fall of 2018. Since their inception, they have been addressing
community needs particularly for women and children. Over time, this has contributed to the development of non-profit
organizations that address the needs of the socio-cultural society of communities. Volunteer associations have always played
an important role in the development of permanent services to the populace. Past and present issues concerning the history
of women's rights and their self-determination have been fought for over 125 years. The development of various important
milestones achieved from then to those of today will be presented. This presentation will be followed by two federates who are
presently involved with important issues of today.
Marina Boulos, Executive Director of Chez Doris will address the present issues concerning the recent influx of individuals and the
services they provide for homeless women. Chez Doris is a charitable organization, which offers a daytime shelter, seven days
a week, for women in difficulty. The house provides meals, respite, clothing, social recreational activity and practical assistance
in a secure and accepting environment for problems related to poverty, homelessness, mental illness and/or addictions.
In addition, we are pleased to welcome a new member of MCW, Caroline Deslauriers representing the West Island CALACS, an
organization that offers help to victims of sexual aggression. The West Island CALACS is a non-profit feminist organization that
advocates against sexual assault. It provides services to women and prevention services for the community. Their message is to
eliminate sexual assault and live in a world exempt of violence. To do this, support, prevention and advocacy services must exist
in continuous interaction.
In addition to our monthly guest speaker we look forward to presentations from other federate members at our monthly meeting.
The importance of sharing information among the membership shares a wealth of information. – B. Destounis
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NCWC 124rd AGM – Niagara on the Lake
The NCWC 125th AGM, was held this year from Thursday,
June 7 to Sunday, June 10. in Niagara on the Lake. Guests
stayed at the Residence and Conference Centre at –
Niagara on the Lake, at Niagara College. This year’s
celebrations were shared with the Niagara District Council
of Women who were celebrating their 100 th year of
community service.

Audrey McLeod and Barbara Arseneau - President
Montreal General Nursing Alumnae

Closure - Montreal General Hospital
Nursing Alumnae
The Montreal General Hospital Nursing Alumnae held their
final annual reunion/gala in May of this year. Festivities were
held over three days, May 3- 5. Many made the trip to the
final reunion from across the globe, coming as far as
Australia, Germany, England, the Caribbean and closer
to home the United States and all ten of Canada’s
provinces, as 560 graduates came out for the party.
The MGH School of Nursing opened in 1890, and the
Alumnae Association formed in 1905. Although nursing has
not been taught at the MGH for over 45 years, the Association
has remained active until recently. Alumnae attended
annual meetings and worked to preserve the memory and
history of nursing education at the MGH for the benefit of
students and researchers.
When the school closed in 1972 nursing courses had
been integrated into the CEGEP system. More than 4,000
nurses had graduated from the program.
The
Association’s mission also included encouraging upcoming
generations of nurses by awarding annual scholarships to
students at McGill University and Dawson, Vanier and John
Abbot colleges. In addition, MGH nurses were eligible for merit
awards aimed at highlighting their contribution to education,
research, the practice of nursing and leadership.
Before permanently shutting down its activities, the
Association wants to make sure that aspiring nurses in search
of training will continue to have access to scholarships and
bursaries. Its remaining funds will therefore be transferred to
the Montreal General Hospital Foundation and McGill
University, to support nursing education. “I’m proud that we
were able to keep it going this long, given that we
haven’t been able to get new members in since 1972,”
said Alumnae president, Barbara Arseneau.
Ms. Arseneau, who has been a nurse for over fifty years. (Class
of ’64) will be MCW guest speaker in October. She will be
speaking about her decades of nursing experience and the
Montreal General Nursing Alumnae. – S. Gyles

The weekend started with registration and a ‘meet and
greet’ buffet. Greetings were given by Niagara College
president, Dan Patterson and NCWC President Sandra
Cohen-Rose welcomed everyone. In addition to harpist,
Ann Marie Regher on site, attendees were treated to
drumming and singing by the Blueraven and Butterfly Spirit
Drummers, Josephine Lavalley and Norma Sherbok. Other
special guests included Lord Mayor of Niagara on the Lake,
Pat Darte, CEO of the Growers of Ontario, Debbie
Zimmerman, Mayor of St. Catharines, Walter Sendzik and
Regional Niagara Councillor, Bill Hodgson.
Friday opened with an early breakfast and registration. The
first and second Plenary Sessions were the order of the day.
Lunch was hosted by the NCWC Development Organization
and the evening concluded with the NCWC banquet which
was held at the Benchmark Restaurant. The guest speaker
was Elisabeth Zimmerman who is the Executive Director of
the YWCA of Niagara and Vice Chair of the Niagara Poverty
Reduction Network.
The third Plenary Session was held on Saturday and
president Sandra Cohen-Rose gave a powerful discourse on
“Eliminating Poverty Through Life Skills, Education and
Women’s Empowerment.” The afternoon brought together
a panel of community service providers for a group
discussion on “Shining a Light on Programs that Help and
Barriers that Hinder Women Living in Poverty.” The evening
was spent on a walking tour of Niagara on the Lake and
dinner at the Niagara on the Lake Golf Club.
Sunday concluded the AGM beginning in the morning with
a short Ecumenical Service, followed by breakfast and the
fourth/last in the series of Plenary Sessions.
I would say the AGM was a success and all goals were met.
-S. Gyles

MONTREAL UNIVESITY WOMEN’S CLUB
The Montreal University Women’s Club
holds its annual Fall Meeting
with the 2018/2019 Program
on Wednesday September 12, 2018 at 7 pm
at the Beaconsfield Golf Club, 49 Golf Ave.
visit www.mlwuc.com
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Summary Report on the Summit on
Gun and Gang Violence
In November of last year, President, Sandra Cohen-Rose
took part in a Teleconference with Canada Centre for
Community Engagement and Prevention of Violence. Also
at that time she cited life skills education as a deterrent to
violence and wrote a follow-up letter of NCWC concerns.
On March 7, 2018, at the national Summit on Gun and Gang
Violence, Monica
Cullum, Convenor
of
Federally
Sentenced Women represented NCWC. The host of the
event, the Honourable Ralph Goodale sent a response to
Cohen Rose’s letter as follows:
From: "SummitGGV / SommetVAFG (PS/SP)"
Subject: Summary report on the Summit on Gun and Gang
Violence
Date: June 19, 2018
To: Undisclosed recipients;
As you know, on March 7, 2018, the Minister of Public Safety
and Emergency Preparedness hosted a national Summit on
Gun and Gang Violence to identify priority actions and
advance efforts in prevention, intervention and
suppression. The Summit was attended in person and via
webcast by over 180 experts from law enforcement,
Indigenous, youth and community organizations, mayors
from large municipalities and representatives from most
provinces and territories.
We are pleased to share that the summary report on the
event
is
now
complete
and
appears
at https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/2018smmt-gng-vlnce-smmry/indexen.aspx?utm_source=website&utm_medium=pswst&utm_c
ampaign=summit-gun-gang. It will inform next steps in
Public Safety Canada’s initiatives against gun and gang
violence.
Thank you for your interest and participation

The War Flowers touring art exhibition will be at Chateau
Ramezy from October 24, 2018 to March 31, 2019 for those
who missed it in Ottawa at the jardin de métis.
The Montreal Council of Women recently contributed to
this art exhibition as it is a unique way to remember our
own “Flower of the Forest”, recently departed the late
Grace Elspeth Angus, 1929 – 2018.
M. Lennon – Arts Culture Heritage
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Minister of Innovation, Science
and Economic Development
June 19, 2018 I Ottawa, Ontario
The Honourable Navdeep Baines, Minister of Innovation,
Science and Economic Development launched a national
consultation on digital and data transformation in order to
better understand how Canada can drive innovation,
prepare Canadians for the future of work, and ensure they
have trust and confidence in how their data is used.
In a press release, according to Baines, “We are living in a
world characterized by digital transformation. Waves of
technological progress spurred by emerging digital
capabilities are quickly becoming the key to the success of
any industrialized nation, its citizens and companies.
Embracing and leveraging digital technologies matters. It
improves our quality of life, and is increasingly the central
pillar
that
drives
productivity,
growth
and
competitiveness.”
“This is an exciting opportunity to hear from all Canadians,
whether business owners, entrepreneurs, teachers,
students, or anyone who wants to help drive forward a bold
plan for Canada’s digital and data future. From the
beginning, this government has been committed to
working in partnership across the innovation ecosystem. To
successfully drive economic growth, and to unlock the
innovation potential of a data and digital environment, we
need all players at the table. These conversations with
Canadians will help position Canada to not only prepare
for, but to lead in the new digital era.
The digital age brings with it a wealth of economic and
social benefits. To succeed, companies must be agile and
nimble. Canadians also need the right skills and training in
order to adapt to disruptive technologies, including
robotics and artificial intelligence that are changing the
nature of work. And Canadians need trust in the
marketplace, and to be comfortable with how their
privacy is protected, and how their data is being collected
and used.
I see addressing the opportunities and challenges that
come with digital transformation as the next step of the
Innovation and Skills Plan. It is important for Canada to
have a strong and coordinated approach to digital
transformation that positions all Canadians to succeed in
the digital economy while also protecting their privacy and
security.
I hope you will join me in coming together to discuss these
important issues. I encourage you to visit our interactive
website at:Canada.ca/digital-data-consultationsto learn
more and use your voice to bring forward your bold and
ambitious ideas. Together we can build a digital legacy for
Canada.
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IN MEMORIUM

In the past year, MCW has lost the following members:
ELSPETH ANGUS – MCW Life Member and councillor on
MCW Board. Elspeth received her Bachelor and Master’s
degree in Science from McGill University.
Upon her
graduation, she moved and lived in Great Britain for a
number of years. She then returned to Canada and
worked at McGill in the Department of Pathology. Elspeth
was instrumental in preserving the mission of the Royal
Victoria Hospital property and provided leadership in the
archival work at eh Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul. She
was responsible for the development of the art exhibition,
“War Flowers" which has toured Europe and now in
Canada.
SOPHIA ECONOMIDES – MCW Life Member was co-founder
of the Woman of the Year Award and was a recipient
herself in 1993. She contributed immensely to The Montreal
Council of women as well as the Kidney Foundation of
Canada and received the Kidney Foundation Founders
Award in recognition of her distinguished leadership and
education to the cause. She also worked for many years
for the benefit of the Montreal Children’s Library, helping to
establish libraries for children.
MARILYN ST. ONGE – served for over 40 years as an officer
of the Salvation Army. As part of her work with MCW, she
served as President of PCWQ from 2008 – 2011and as NCWC
convenor for seniors issues from 2011– 2013. In the spring of
2010 Marilyn travelled to Haiti to give Pastoral Counselling
to Salvation Army officers who were suffering extreme stress
in trying to help the people there after the earthquake.
ROSSLYN TETLEY – graduated with a BA museum of Fine Arts
and for over thirty years in Art History. She was active in
many women’s groups including the President of the
Montreal Council of Women. She served as president of the
Association of Volunteer guides of the Montreal Museum of
Fine Arts and for over thirty years educated hundreds of
school children about Canadian Art and volunteered for
many years at the McGill Book Fair.
BARBARA WHITLEY had a degree from McGill. She was a
captivating story teller and great orator. As a philanthropist
and volunteer her involvement began during the second
world war when she served with the Canadian Red Cross.
She supported numerous causes including St. James the
Apostle Church and McGill University. Most notably, she
served for over seventy years as President of the Montreal
General Hospital Auxiliary and was the first woman to serve
on the hospitals executive committee. In 1991 she received
an honourary doctorate from McGill University and in 2004
the Governor General’s caring Canadian Award and in
2013 the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal for her
outstanding contributions to the community.
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Montreal Highland Games
This past Sunday August 5th, we attended the Annual
Montreal Highland Games on the grounds of the Douglas
Hospital, Verdun. There were thousands in attendance, all
ages, all Celtic this day. Marching bands, pipers and
drummers, flags and banners aloft and scores of children to
enjoy the playground area set up especially for them, a
‘family village’, bouncy castles, and face painting and wee
games.
The competitions among the many Pipers, Highland dancers
and other athletic endeavours including the hammer-throw
and the caber toss. The sweet sounds of the musicians in the
Beaus sponsored Celtic tent, Celtic bands, the Steel City
Rollers and Mariners Curse rocked the event all day.
Comic relief was provided by the tug–of-war participants,
Black Watch versus Concordia and others; the children were
also invited to participate in the tug- of- war. Kind folks passed
buckets around to raise funds for the Douglas Hospital
Foundation and organized a Caladonian Run in the morning.
The St. Andrew’s Society of Montreal, founded in 1835, one
hundred and eighty -three years ago presents this event with
Pembroke Gestation Privee de Placement with help from a
bouquet of local, municipal and provincial government and
corporate sponsors, the Burgundy Lion Pub sponsoring the
Patrons Pavilion this year. - M. Lennon, Arts Culture Heritage
– M. Lennon, Arts, Culture and Heritage

Not to be Missed
Ending September 16 2018, exhibitions at the Montreal
Museum of Fine Arts, at the Jean-Noel Desmarais Pavilion
Level 3: Pablo Picasso.
From Africa tot the Americas: Face to Face Picasso, “Past
and Present” both paintings, sculptures, also history lessons
and film offerings.
Here we are Here: Black Canadian Contemporary Art both
enlightening of unknown, untaught history of the slave
trade, colonialism and the after effects, from the artist’s
perspectives, what you did not learn in school and were not
perhaps not ready and prepared to accept anyway. An
exciting and thought provoking exhibit of African/
Canadian /Haitian works.
“We are more alike than we are unalike.” Maya Angelou
The MMFA is a treasure house of learning and it offers all
ages many varied opportunities to view and participate in
ateliers and workshops.
The past spring and summer, Free Cultural Rendez-vous for
seniors on Thursdays was very well attended and
appreciated with courteous and talented animators/artists
to facilitate our endeavours and I hope it continues.
– M. Lennon, Arts Culture Heritage
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Quebec
Since 1956 / Depuis 1956
Presents

a night of fun and laughter
at the

COMEDY NEST
Inside the old Forum
***
Date:

Saturday, September 22, 2018

Place: 2313 Saint-Catherine

Montreal, QC H3H 1N2
Time: Show starts at 8:00 p.m

Please be there for 7:30 p.m
COST: Tickets: $20.00
Raffle tickets for a 50/50 payout
Can be purchased on September 22nd
$5.00 each or 2 for $10

Join us for a fun night and help us
To support women and children in
education
Make cheque payable to: DKG Quebec;
Please include your name and telephone number
Mail to: Rena Entus
303-5950 Cavendish Blvd
CSL, QC H4W 3H1
renaentus@bell.net
FIND us: www.dkgquebec.com Facebook:
dkgquebec International: dkg.org
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